Treatment of type III endoleak with an aortouniiliac stent graft.
The purpose of this study was to present a novel treatment method for repair of a type III endoleak due to separation of modular components of an AneuRx (Medtronic AVE, Sunnyvalle, CA) stent graft as a result of graft kinking. A 73-year-old male had undergone endovascular repair of a 8.2-cm abdominal aortic aneurysm (AAA) 2 years previously. An aortic extender cuff was required to secure the proximal graft. Computed tomographic (CT) follow-up revealed a type III endoleak at 6-month follow-up. Plain radiographs showed separation between the main graft body and the aortic extender cuff. A second custom-made 28 mm x 5.5 cm aortic extender cuff was placed to seal the type III endoleak. Follow-up CT showed a persistent endoleak with an increase in AAA size to 10.5 cm. The patient underwent remedial AAA repair with an aortouniiliac endograft placed within the previous stent graft and a femorofemoral bypass. At 3-month follow-up there was no detectable endoleak. This constitutes an alternative endovascular therapy for modular device separation (type-III endoleak) after endoluminal AAA repair in patients who cannot undergo repair with a second bifurcated graft.